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NOTICE OF MOTION - Assessment

	Date raised:
	16 July 2024

	Raised by: 
	Cr Lani Kereopa

	Type of Motion:
	Notice of Motion  - SO 27

	Reason for raising Motion:
	Notice of Motion seeks that the Council call for a ceasefire in Gaza.

	New Motion
Or 
New Motion  to replace old resolution (if any)
	Motion as presented
 That Rotorua Lakes Council 
(a) calls to all parties in the conflict for an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza;
(b) calls on the Government of New Zealand to call for all parties in the conflict for an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza,
(c) condemns all acts of violence and terror against civilians and for a release of all hostages on all sides in the Palestinian and Israeli conflict. 

	Council/committee that motion is to be brought
	24 July 2024



	
	Governance and Democracy  Assessment

	Sufficient notice given – 5 clear working days?
	Yes – received 15 July 2024

	Standing order appropriate?
	No.
The issue raised is an international affair and not the role of Council to be involved in these types of discussions.

	Number of required Elected members met? (1 with signature) 
	Yes – signature of mover Cr Kereopa provided

	Recommendation based on assessment of Notice of Motion
	Decline the notice of motion.   

	Reason for refusal of notice of motion

	Standing order 27.2 (b) 
The issues raised in the notice of motion is not related to the role or functions of the local authority or meeting concerned.

In addition,

Councillors have previously been provided with updates on correspondence that has been received from the group referred to  ‘Mataara Mai’.  Council’s response to the group is that Council appreciates the importance of their correspondence and strong advocacy for the people of Palestine and that Council will pass on their message to Government officials who have the ability to influence this situation. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Council has considered this request and are not able to accept a notice of motion or similar requesting a ceasefire as it is not the role of Council to be involved in these types of international affairs, especially conflict.
Subsequently, Councillors have been informed that this matter is in the hands of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade and that they have made statements calling for a de-escalation (ceasefire), and Rt Hon Winston Peters has also recently done so: Ceasefire agreement needed now: Peters | Beehive.govt.nz. Government Ministers/leaders are best placed to do this on behalf of New Zealand.   

	G&D assessment conducted by:
	Oonagh Hopkins – 16 July 2024.

	Approved by:
(Name of chair and committee name).
	Tania Tapsell
Mayor
Chair of Council
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NOTICE OF INTENDED MOTION

Dated: 16 July 2024

FOR

The Rotorua District Council Meeting of 24 July 2024.

PURSUANT TO

Standing Order 27.

BACKGROUND

As of 08 July 2024 - Day 276 of the hostilties in the Gaza Strip and Israel, more than
38,000 Palestinians have been killed.

This number does not include the more than 12,000 people reported missing or under the
rubble as a result of bomb attacks.

Atleast 4,959 of those killed have been women and more than 13,000 have been children

Those Killed Include:

500 health workers
274 aid workers and 197 UN staff
75 on-duty Civil Defence staff

153 journalists and media workers
7993 students

391 teachers

Essential Infrastructure Damaged or Destroyed Include:

21 hospitals are out of service

15 hospitals and health care facilties are damaged
130 ambulances are damaged or out of service
More than 60% of residential buildings

More than 88% of school buildings

More than 341 churches and mosques destroyed
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“The trouble i that once you see i, you can't unsse it And once you've ssen i, keeping quiet,
saying nothing, becomes as poliical an act as speaking out. There's no innocence. Either way,
you're accountable.”

Arundhati Roy

“After five months of miltary operations, Israe has destroyed Gaza. Over 30,000 Palestinians
have been kiled, incluing more than 13,000 chidren. Over 12,000 are presumed dead and
71,100 injured, many with Ife-changing mutiations. 70% o residential areas have been
destroyed. 80% of the whole population has been forcibly displaced. Thousands of families
have lost loved ones or have been wiped out. Many could not bury and mourn their relatives,
forced instead to leave their bodies decomposing in homes, i the street or under the rubble.
Thousands have been detained and systematically subjected o inhuman and degrading
treatment. The incalculable collctive trauma will be experienced for generations fo come.

Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Occupied Palestinian Territories
Regarding the Situation of Human Rights in the Palestinian Territories, Mar 2024

‘One of the key findings is that Israef’s executive and miltary leadership and soldiers have
intentionally distorted jus in bello principles’, subverting their protective functions, in an
attempt to legtimise violence against the Palestinian people.?

“The speed at which his catastrophic chid malnrition crisis in Gaza has unfolded is
shocking, especially when desperately nesded assistance has been at the ready just a few
miles away. We have repeatedly attempted to deliver additonal aid and we have repeatedly
called forthe access challenges we have faced for months to be addfessed. Instead, the
situation for chiren s getting worse by each passing day. Our efforts n proviing Ife-
saving aid are being hampered by unnecessary restrictions, and those are costing chidren
heirives. We are oing everything we can o avert a worsening of the humanitaran crisis
in Gaza, but tis not enough. An immediate ceasefire continues to provide the only chance.
to save children's ives and end thei suffering.*

Executive Director of UNICEF Catherine Russell, 15 March 2024

‘One point one millon people in Palestine are facing famine due to food insecurity.

" From the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)

itpe e ochaopt ry et hostltie gt and e scported-mpac-da221

= Francesca Albanese, human rights lawyer and UN Special Rapporteur, “Anatomy of a Genocide -

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of humsan rights inthe Palestinian terrority

‘occupied since 1967 to Human Rights Council. “hitps://vwwun org unispal document anatomy-
orteur-on lestinian:

{eritory-occupied-since-196-to-human-righis-council-advance-unedited-version-a-hre-55/

¥ Press elease from UNICEF, March 15 2024 bitps/wow unicef rglpress-reeases/acuie-

‘malnuiriion-has-doubled-one-month-north-gaza-strip-unicef
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Reasons to adopt these motions:

a. Local bodies in New Zealand have already begun calling for a ceasefire.
While a call for a ceasefire can be seen as largely symbolic, symbols matter. New
Zealanders showed this to the world during the Springbok Tour which Nelson Man-
dela acknowledged as a tuming point in the fight against apartheid in South Africa.
* In November 2023, Christchurch City Mayor Philip Simon Mauger became the first
mayor to call for a ceasefire.

* In May 2024, Whanganui District Council became the first Councilto pass a
motion calling for an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza.

* Waiheke Isiand Local Board has called for a ceasefire.

* Environment Canterbury (ECAN Canterbury Regional Council) recently adopted a
procurement policy which excludes trading with companies that have a relationship.
with or operate from lsraeli organisations occupying Palestinian teritory.

In the international context: more than 250 interational Human Rights organisa-
tions signed an open letter through Amnesty Interationa calling for a ceasefire, as
‘well s significant global bodies such as UNICEF, WHO and the Catholic Church.

b. Acommunity which upholds intemational law and human rights is a safer commu-
nity for all. Intemnational law is persuasive and relevant to our decision making.
New Zealand is a member state and is bound by UN resolutions. There are numer-
ous resolutions that have passed, the most recent being UN Security Council Reso-
Iution 2728 adopted on 25 March 2024 calling for a ceasefire.
‘The observance of human rights and the condemnation of acts which breach those
fights, namely acts of violence and terror against civiians, is an important pillar of
our democracy, enshrined in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act.
Section 10 of the Local Government Act 2002 states that the purpose of local gov-
emmentis to promote social, econormic, environmental and cultural well-being of
communities in the present and for the future.

c. Speaking up has moral and poitical weight. We have a responsibily to the Pales-
tinian and Israeli families living in our community who are impacted by these events.
Failure to call out acts of violence and terror against civilians is not a neutral posi-
tion. These events impact on the community wellbeing of Rotorua, especially when
‘we see families and children exposed to extreme acts of violence daily through so-
cial and mainstream media.

Having leaders who call out these atrogities and call for action is important and im-
pacts our collective wellbeing. We need our leaders to speak up when human rights
are under attack, when families are under attack and when children are under at-
tack. The absence of clear leadership is n fact more dangerous for families who are
personally connected to these events. A politcal vacuum or lack of clear discourse
can lead to misdirected blame or further division by a populace and consequently
more ham.

*United Nations Security Council Resolution 2728 (2024). Found at

hitps:/idocuments.un.org/doc undoc/gen/n24/080/81/pdfn240808 1. pdftoken=wDvsZMIDVoaS
4AG&fetrue
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RECOMMENDATION

‘That Rotorua Lakes Council

(a) calls to all parties in the conflct for an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza;

(b) calls on the Government of New Zealand to
immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza,

for all partes i the conflct for an

(6) condemns all acts of violence and terror against civilians and for a release of all
hostages on all sides in the Palestinian and Israeli conflct.

MOVED BY SECONDED BY

Y

Cr Lani Kereopa cr




